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President Obama Announces More Key Administration Posts 
 
Moving to fill a big vacancy at the department, President Obama late Thursday 
announced plans to nominate Franklin Orr, director of the Precourt Institute for Energy at 
Stanford University, to the newly expanded position of DOE under secretary for science 
and energy. 
Obama also said he will nominate Marc Kastner, dean of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology’s (MIT) school of science, as director of DOE’s Office of Science. 
Orr’s expansive portfolio is the result of a DOE reorganization announced by Energy 
Secretary Ernest Moniz in July. 
Moniz expanded the responsibilities of DOE’s under secretary for science by adding the 
department’s fossil, renewable and nuclear energy research and development programs, 
which previously were overseen by another DOE under secretary, a post that was 
eliminated by the reorganization. 
 
Dr. Franklin Orr, Nominee for Under Secretary for Science, Department of 
EnergyDr. Franklin Orr is the Director of the Precourt Institute for Energy at Stanford 
University, a position he has held since 2009.  Dr. Orr has been an associate professor 
and professor in the Department of Petroleum Engineering since 1985.  From 2002 to 
2008, Dr. Orr served as the Director of the Global Climate and Energy Project at 
Stanford.  He was the Dean of the School of Earth Sciences at Stanford from 1994 to 
2002 and the Chairman of the Department of Petroleum Engineering from 1991 to 1994.  
Dr. Orr held several other research positions from 1970 to 1985 in New Mexico, Texas, 
and Washington, D.C.  Dr. Orr received a B.S. from Stanford University and a Ph.D. 
from the University of Minnesota. 

Dr. Marc Kastner, Nominee for Director of the Office of Science, Department of 
EnergyDr. Marc Kastner is the Dean of the School of Science at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT), a position he has held since 2007.  Previously, Dr. 
Kastner was the department head of the MIT Department of Physics from 1998 to 2007.  
From 1993 to 1998, he directed MIT’s Center for Materials Science and Engineering, and 
from 1989 to1992 he was the Associate Director of MIT's Consortium for 
Superconducting Electronics.  In 1989, Dr. Kastner was named Donner Professor of 
Science at MIT and from 1983 to 1987 he served as Head of the MIT Department of 
Physics Division of Atomic, Condensed Matter, and Plasma Physics.  He joined the MIT 
Department of Physics in 1973 and was previously a research fellow at Harvard 
University.  Dr. Kastner received an S.B., M.S., and Ph.D. from the University of 
Chicago. 


