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Education:
B.S. with High Honors, (Elec. Eng.)
                            University of Wisconsin, 1961
M.S. (Physics),  University of Wisconsin, 1962
Ph.D. (Physics), University of Wisconsin, 1965

Dale Meade is an experimental plasma physicist who has concentrated on studying plasma
confinement in toroidal magnetic systems. At Wisconsin, he participated in the construction of the
first toroidal octupole experiment under Professor Donald Kerst.  Dale studied the motion of
plasmas in the toroidal octupole and made some of the first measurements showing the stabilization
of plasma instabilities by minimum average B fields.  After a post doc at PPPL, Dale joined the
Physics faculty at Wisconsin and was appointed Professor of Physics in 1972.  He next went to
Princeton Plasma Physics laboratory (PPPL), and in 1974 proposed the construction of a new
medium size tokamak, the Poloidal Divertor Experiment (PDX), and was named Head of that
project.  After, the successful completion of construction and first year of operation, Dale was
named Head of the Experimental Division at PPPL, Head of the TFTR Research Program and
Deputy Head of the TFTR Project.  In 1985, Dale chaired the Magnetic Fusion Advisory
Committee Panel that recommended the construction of the Compact Ignition Tokamak (CIT), a US
burning plasma experiment.  In 1986, he was named Head of the TFTR Project and Head of
Experimental Physics at PPPL.  From 1991 to 1997, Dale was Deputy Director of PPPL with
primary responsibility for overseeing TFTR D-T activities and Laboratory operations.  Since 1997,
he has been Head of the US Next Step Options activity, a national effort to design the Fusion
Ignition Research Experiment (FIRE) as a low cost option to ITER.  Dale is an advocate for
increasing communication between the DPP and the broader physics community, and has organized
plasma sessions at the last three APS spring meetings and at the AAAS meeting.  An active
communicator as an APS Distinguished Lecturer in Plasma Physics in 1999-2000, he typically
gives over 20 talks a year on fusion and plasma physics.  Dale also maintains the FIRE
(http://fire.pppl.gov) web site, which has become the source of the latest fusion news and
information archive for the fusion community.

Awards:
•  University of Wisconsin-Physics Department Distinguished Alumni Award, 2002
•  Fusion Power Associates Leadership Award, 1999
•  Department of Energy Distinguished Associate Award, 1994
•  University of Wisconsin-Madison College of Engineering Distinguished Service, 1990.
•  APS Fellow 1978



Professional Appointments and Service:

•  Fusion Energy Sciences Advisory Committee Panel on US Burning Plasma Strategy  2002
•  Fusion Energy Sciences Advisory Committee Panel on Burning Plasma Physics  2002
•  High Energy Physics Panel on Assessment of Status of Accelerator Physics and Technology,

1995-1996
•  Board of Directors of Fusion Power Associates (FPA) (February 1989 to 1991).
•  Industrial Liaison Committee (ILC) for the Department of Nuclear Engineering and Engineering

Physics, University of Wisconsin (January 1988 to October 1993).
•  Magnetic Fusion Advisory Committee (MFAC) (1985-1989).
•  Chairman of MFAC Panel XIV - Assessment of Compact Ignition Tokamaks (August 1985 to

February 1986).
•  Los Alamos National Laboratory Fusion Energy Advisory Committee (1988).
•  APS-DPP Maxwell Prize Selection Committee (1987-1988 and 1990-1991).
•  American Physical Society Division of Plasma Physics Fellowship Selection Committee (1986-

1987).
•  Oak Ridge National Laboratory Fusion Energy Division Advisory Committee (1985-1986),

Chair 1986
•  APS-DPP Executive Committee – mid1970s

Chronological Summary of Professional Career:

Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory:
•  July 1997 to present - Head of Next Step Options and National FIRE Design Team.
•  May 1991 to July 1997 - Deputy Director.
•  October 1, 1986 to May 1991

Head of the TFTR Project in the Technical Operations Department.
Head of Experimental Physics in the Research Department.

•  November 1982 to September 30, 1986
Deputy Project Manager of TFTR in the Technical Operations Department.
Head of the TFTR Research Operations Division in the Technical Operations

Department.
Head of the Experimental Division in the Research Department.

•  February 1980 to November 1982
Head of the TFTR Research Program in the Research Department.
Head of the Experimental Division in the Research Department.

•  1975 - 1980  Head of PDX Operations.
•  1973 – 1975  Co-Head of FM-1.

University of Wisconsin:
•  1972 - 1974:  Professor of Physics,
•  1969 - 1972:  Associate Professor of Physics
•  1967 - 1969:  Assistant Professor of Physics

Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory:
•  1966-1967: Post Doctoral appointment
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