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Your Excellence Dr. Burkart, ladies and gentlemen:
On behalf of the Ministry of Science and Technology of China, I would like to extend my warm welcome and good wishes to all of you attending the 21st Fusion Energy Conference in Chengdu, China, and I wish the conference a great success.

China has a history of 50 years in fusion research, including the two main sectors of magnetic confinement fusion and inertial confinement fusion.  Fusion energy development has been set as the target from the very beginning of our program, especially R&D activities related to the Tokamak.  Through the efforts of past decades, Chinese research institutions have gained the capability and experience for the design, construction, operation and exploration of medium scale Tokamak.  From 1986 to 2000, the National Hi-tech Research and Development Program, the so called 863 Program, has been given continuous support for some key fusion technology research and concept design of fusion devices, which resulted in good achievements.  The two currently running devices in China, HT-7 and HL-2A have been producing experimental data of their own characteristics.  

As the largest developing country in the world, China’s energy demand has been greatly increasing for our high-speed economic development and improvement of living standard of our people.  ITER is a mega-science engineering project aimed at solving the problems in energy supply, environment protection and sustainable development.  China, as a partner of ITER, will join the other parties to push forward the successful implementation of the program.  

China has a stable team working on fusion research and development.  A great deal of activities have been conducted in the past 30 years in China, and in the meantime, we have had hundreds of fusion research talents sent abroad to do research or engineering work at foreign devices.  These local and foreign experiences help China form a team for fusion, capable of working with our foreign partners in large international cooperation projects such as ITER.  

EAST, the locally designed all-superconducting Tokamak research device, the first one of its type, has recently been commissioned in China.  Since its’ configuration is quite similar to ITER, China will encourage its exploration in the coming years so as to make substantial preparations for ITER experiment when it is built in about 10 years time.  

Since the first nuclear power station was in place in 1954, in only 50 years, nuclear power has become one of the key components of our energy sources.  Looking forward to the bright future, in a few decades, fusion energy will play an important role in our society as a whole.  

Again, I wish the conference a full success, and I wish you all a good stay here in China. Thank you.

