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2ND LD: Japan, EU fail to reach accord on nuke 
reactor site

Japan and the European Union failed to iron out their differences Tuesday over 
the location to host a global nuclear fusion project during the latest round of 
talks in Vienna with four other countries participating.

The European Union is expected to launch its own study to construct the $12 
billion International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor if the vice-ministerial 
level talks fail to find common ground.

Japan, the European Union, the United States, Russia, China and South Korea 
are collaborating on the ITER project and have yet to make major headway on 
where to build the reactor.

The United States and South Korea support Japan hosting the reactor while 
Russia and China want it located in the European Union.

On Monday, Reuters and other news media in Europe reported the European 
Union is confident a deal to be outlined Tuesday would locate the ITER project 
in Cadarache, France, and that Japan had signaled it would give up its bid in 
return for some form of compensation. The reports cited EU sources.

The Japanese delegation quickly denied the reports, with one member saying 
they must have been aimed at "interrupting the talks."

There has been no compromise in sight so far as both sides have refused to 
soften their positions, according to sources close to the talks, who also said they 
are not sure whether the parties can strike a deal in the latest round.

The six parties will be forced to outline any future course of the negotiations 
because the European Union wants to reach an agreement this month, the 
sources said.

The European Union has proposed the ITER be located in Cadarache while 
Japan's candidate site is the village of Rokkasho in Aomori Prefecture.
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The latest round is the first among the six parties since June.

Intergovernmental talks started in November 2001 but failed to produce a final 
decision due to the stalemate between Japan and the European Union.

The ITER project is aimed at creating the world's first sustained nuclear fusion 
reaction, similar to the energy-producing process that constantly takes place in 
the sun.
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