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Nuclear power may rise again

 
Protest at Sellafield: But nuclear power may survive all the same

By Alex Kirby
BBC News Online environment correspondent

Anti-nuclear campaigners in the UK believe they may finally be scenting
success. The latest support for their cause, they believe, is the energy review
commissioned by the Prime Minister, Tony Blair. 

They say the leaked final draft of the review suggests that nuclear power could
lose all public subsidies. But there are signs that the government is in fact
warming to the nuclear option. 

A report in the magazine New Scientist says the review dismisses nuclear
power as too dangerous and expensive, and believes it could be phased out by
2050. 

However, the executive summary of the review, which was sent to BBC News
Online, says something quite different. 

Ruling nothing out 

One of the review's key points says: "Government should start a process of
public debate about sustainable energy, including the issue of nuclear power." 

In a section headed "Nuclear power -
keeping the option open", it says:
"The need now is to ensure that,
should there be a commitment to
nuclear in the future, the lead-time to
implementation of projects is reduced. 

"The desire for new options also points
to the need to develop new, low waste,
modular designs of nuclear reactor." 

The review accepts that the
"well-established" global nuclear
industry does not need support in the
way that renewable energy sources do.
But it clearly foresees the possibility
that nuclear power could enjoy public
support in the future. 

In a key passage, it calls for nuclear energy to be judged like other fuels in
reducing emissions of carbon dioxide, which many scientists say is worsening
natural climate variability. 

Energy mix-up 

The review says the government "should ensure that as methods to value
carbon in the market are developed the nuclear industry is treated in the same
way as other options". 

Renewables are catching up
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Internet links:
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World Nuclear Association
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The Energy Minister, Brian Wilson,
told BBC Radio 4's Today programme
the review would "have some positive
things to say about nuclear". 

Mr Wilson, who is happy to be known
as a friend of the nuclear industry, said
this week that the door remained open
to a future generation of nuclear power
stations. 

There are reports that the industry will
be offered exemption from the climate
change levy if it builds new stations. 

The levy raises about £1bn annually
from power companies in an attempt
to discourage the burning of
carbon-based fuels. 

Mr Wilson sees a role for renewable energy. He is backing the construction of
what is being called the world's biggest wind farm on the Hebridean island of
Lewis, off the west coast of Scotland. 

Despite that, it would be premature to think the review will advise him or Mr
Blair to pull the plug on nuclear power - or that they would take much notice
if it did. 

After all, the government has only just given the green light for the
controversial mixed oxide (Mox) facility at Sellafield to go into production. It
will begin its work next Thursday. 

Wave power has huge potential
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Blair warned on carbon cuts

 
The shape of things to come?: The review wants renewable energy use expanded 

By Alex Kirby
BBC News Online environment correspondent

The UK will probably have to make large cuts in carbon emissions by 2100, a
leaked report says. 

The report, on future energy prospects, was commissioned by the Prime
Minister, Tony Blair. 

A final draft, seen by BBC News Online, calls for a much bigger role for
renewable energy. It also recommends keeping open the option of nuclear
power to meet the country's needs. 

The energy review is the work of the Cabinet Office's Performance and
Innovation Unit (PIU). 

It was asked to examine the long-term prospects for energy options, taking
account of the need for significant carbon reductions and the energy security of
the UK. The leaked version is the final draft, but it may still be amended. 
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The authors say they had to consider
the implications for energy policy
following a report from the Royal
Commission on Environmental
Pollution. It said the UK would have
to make substantial cuts in carbon
dioxide (CO2) by mid-century to be
part of the global coalition on
stabilising atmospheric CO2
concentrations. 

Among the PIU review's main points
are: 

"a strong likelihood that the
UK, with other developed
countries, will need to make
very large carbon reductions
over the next century" 
"addressing carbon emissions is likely to be the key task of energy
policy" 
"deep carbon cuts are possible at a cost which is bearable, but we
should be creating new low-carbon options now" 
the government should create economic instruments that bring home
the cost of carbon emissions 
"a step change in energy efficiency is needed" 
renewable energy targets should be expanded to 2020.

The Royal Commission urged a 60% cut over the next half century in the
UK's emissions of CO2, believed by many scientists to be the chief human
contributor to global warming. 

Its report said: "Credible scenarios for 2050 can deliver a 60% cut in CO2
emissions, but large changes would be needed both in the energy system and
in society. 

Daunting prospect 

"One opportunity stands out: there is scope for a substantial improvement in
energy efficiency. 

"Yet even if this improvement can be achieved, and even if the electricity
system was to produce no carbon whatsoever, a 60% cut could only be met if
there were an associated shift away from oil as a means of powering future
vehicles, probably towards hydrogen. This shows the scale of the challenge. 

"The analysis for 2020 shows that
significant carbon reductions are
possible even in this timescale." 

The draft suggests a programme for
improving domestic consumers' energy
efficiency by 20% by 2010, and by a
further 20% over the next decade. 

On renewable energy, it says the
existing target, that 10% of electricity
should come from renewable sources
by 2010, "is by no means in the bag". 

It proposes that by 2020 renewable
energy like wind turbines, wave and
solar power should be supplying about
20% of the UK's electricity. It thinks
this could add about 5-6% to domestic
electricity bills. 

Concern may lessen 

Nuclear power "should remain an
option"

Solar power can drive cars

Space station evades debris 

Hong Kong window to the future 

Whalers battle protesters 
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The review acknowledges the public concern over nuclear power, but says it
thinks ministers should keep the option open in case both popular and
commercial support for new nuclear power stations emerges. 

It says: "Public acceptance would need to be built on an open and transparent
public debate." 

The review is due to go to Mr Blair by the end of December, after it has been
approved. The final draft was obtained by a London newspaper, the Financial
Times. 
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