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The Inertial Fusion Development Strategy is
integrated with the Fusion Energy Road Map
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IFE Integrated Research Experiments
(IREs)
•

The IRE is a Program which includes chamber
development and target fabrication and injection, as well as
a driver. The IRE is the primary Performance Extension
step in the IFE roadmap.

•

Success in NIF and the IRE Program will be sufficient to
proceed with the Engineering Test Facility (ETF).

•

Candidate IRE driver concepts are heavy ion, diode
pumped solid state lasers (DPSSL), and KrF lasers.

•

IREs include tests of beam propagation through simulated
chamber conditions and intercepting targets at high reprate (5–10 Hz).
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Engineering Test Facility (ETF) for IFE
•

The ETF is the primary Fusion Energy Development step
on the IFE roadmap

•

The ETF integrates all major systems needed for an IFE
power plant (driver, chamber target production and
injection, fusion chamber, and heat removal system)

•

Objectives of the ETF demonstration of driver efficiency,
high rep-rate operation, with capsule yields of 20–30 MJ
with possible exporation of higher gain and yield.
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IFE Burning Plasma Issues and Questions
Driver requirements (energy, pulse shape, uniformity)
Central ignition, Propagating burn, Fractional burnup
Gain, and its relation to driver efficiency and type
Q: To what extent must the issues above be answered for each different driver and
target type in IFE? How generic are the results from NIF?
Concensus Answer: The burn physics from NIF will be generic to laser indirect and
direct drive and heavy ion beam indirect drive. The exception is heavy ion direct drive.
Without the exception, the NIF for burning plasma issues and the IRE for driver,
chamber, and target issues will provide an adequate basis to proceed to an ETR.
Q: What is meant in IFE by ignition, propogating burn, etc?
Answer: The driver creates a hot spot. Ignition means that hot spot propogates
outward into the surrounding cold fuel and burns up as much fuel as is consistent with
the dissassembly time of the target. (Typical fractional burnup is 20%–30%). The burn
physics event that will result in an important announcement from NIF will be Q = 1,
defined as fusion energy divided by laser energy.
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An Issue Left Unresolved
The timing of initiation of the IRE with respect to NIF results.
• The timing of initiation of the • The IFE roadmap has a
IRE should be keyed to some balanced porfolio of research
elements at a reasonable
initial results on NIF.
cost. The plan requires
• These results will validate the results from NIF and the IRE
viability of IFE, for at most a
to make the ETR decision.
2–3 year delay.
• Serializing the IFE efforts
• Success on NIF would
unreasonably delays the
provide the financial support resolution of key issues.
to pursue the IRE.
• The NIF and the IRE will work
• Results on NIF could affect
together to resolve the key
the choice or metrics for the
issues for IFE.
IRE driver(s).
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WHY AN MFE BURNING PLASMA?
The excitement of a magnetically-confined burning plasma
experiment stems from the prospect of investigating and
integrating frontier physics in the areas of energetic particles,
transport, stability, and plasma control, in a relevant fusion
energy regime. This is fundamental to the development of fusion
energy.
Scientific understanding from a burning plasma experiment
will benefit related confinement concepts, and technologies
developed for and tested in such a facility will benefit nearly all
approaches to magnetic fusion energy.
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FRONTIER PHYSICS TO INVESTIGATE AND INTEGRATE
IN A SELF-HEATED PLASMA
•

Energetic Particles
–

•

Transport
–

•

Non-ideal MHD effects at high L/ri: resistive tearing modes, resistive wall
modes, particle kinetic effects…

Plasma Control
–

•

Transport physics at dimensionless parameters relevant to a reactor regime
*
(L/ri) : scaling of microtubulence, effects on transport barriers…

Stability
–

•

Collective alpha-driven instabilities and associated alpha transport.

Wide range of time-scales: feedback control, burn dynamics, current profile
evolution

Boundary Physics
Power and particle handling, coupling to core
*L/ri is the system size divided by the Larmor radius.
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AS BURNING PLASMAS MOVE TOWARD STEADY-STATE,
THEIR TECHNOLOGY MOVES TOWARD FUSION ENERGY
Pulse Length
Technology Developed
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Safety and Licensing
Tritium Handling and Breeding
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Scientific Transferability
A well-diagnosed, flexible burning plasma experiment will
address a broad range of scientific issues and enable
development and validation of theoretical understanding
applicable in varying degrees to other magnetic fusion
concepts
•

Energetic particle density gradient driven instabilities

•

Transport and burn control techniques

•

Boundary Physics, power and particle handling issues
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Technology Transferability
The technologies developed for burning plasma experiments are
in general applicable to all other magnetic fusion concepts and
future magnetic fusion power systems
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BURNING PLASMA OPPORTUNITIES
1. Burning plasma experiments are essential to the
development of fusion
2. The tokamak is technically ready for a high gain burning
plasma experiment
3. The US should actively seek opportunities to explore burning
plasma physics by:
(i) Pursuing burning plasma physics through collaboration on potential
international facilities (JET Upgrade, IGNITOR and ITER-RC)
(ii) Seeking a partnership position, should ITER-RC construction proceed
(iii) Continued design/studies of moderate cost burning plasma experiments
(e.g., FIRE) capable of exploring advanced regimes
(iv) Exploiting the capability of existing and upgraded tokamaks to explore and
develop advanced operating regimes suitable for burning plasma
experiments
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The Challenge of Steady-State
and High Time Average Power
IFE High Time Average Power Issues
First wall and optics protection
Chamber clearing between shots
High rep-rate drivers (KrF, DPSSL, HIB)
Low cost target production and high rep-rate target insertion
Problems of heat removal
These issues are more pressing than burn issues for the ultimate success of IFE.
Unfortunately, the group did not get to discuss these issues.
MFE High Time Average Power Issues
Non-inductive current drive and profile control in devices with current
Is a pulsed magnetic system acceptable?
Stellarators
The problems of fluence, erosion and codeposition
Problems of operational boundaries (e.g. disruptions)
Problems of heat exhaust (both MFE and IFE)
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MFE High Time Average Power Issues
The discussion revolved around:
1)
2)
3)

whether the burning plasma experiment should be based on conventional or
AT tokamak physics,
the extent to which AT physics should be explorable in the burning plasma
experiment,
and whether it was more important to first achieve a steady-state AT
tokamak and then take the burning plasma step with that AT.

The group reached concensus that:

A burning plasma experiment should be capable of
Advanced Tokamak Research.
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Presentation and Discussions on Specific Device Proposals
Thursday 7/15
D. Meade
C. Gormezano
R. Stambaugh
R. Bangerter
J. Sethian
H. Powell
W. Meier

FIRE
JET Upgrades
ST in a Fusion Development Facility
IRE (introduction & HIB driver)
IRE (KrF driver)
IRE (DPSSL driver)
IFE Engineering Test Facility

Friday 7/16
R. Parker
K. Thomassen
N. Ohyabu
W. Hogan
L. Sugiyama

ITER-RC
Steady-state Tokamaks
Stellarator
NIF, LMJ, and Japan's ICF program
Ignitor
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NEXT STEP OPTIONS FOR FUSION ENERGY
DEVELOPMENT
• THREE GENERAL CLASSES OF MFE STEPS WERE DISCUSSED:
+ Devices For Burning Plasma Research
ITER-RC, FIRE, IGNITOR, DTST, JET-Upgrade
+

Devices For Long Pulse Æ Steady-State Research
LHD, KSTAR, JT-60SU, ITER-RC, ST-VNS, FIRE

+

Devices For Nuclear Technology Development
ITER-RC, ST-FDF
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Summary
Energy Development Path
•

The IFE Program is presently engaged in Proof-of-Principle
Research on various drivers. IFE will carry out its burning
plasma research on the NIF and plans to carry out its high
time-average power research in an Integrated Research
Experiment Program comprised of high rep rate driver,
chamber, and target research.

•

Research in MFE is presently carried out with a portfolio of
concepts extending up to the Performance Extension stage.
MFE has opportunities to carry out its burning plasma
research in either an integrated or pulsed tokamak
experiment, its steady-state research in long pulse tokamaks
and stellarators, and its nuclear technology development in
an integrated tokamak experiment or the spherical torus.
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